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ANSWER 


Toa PAPER, Entituled, 


A Brief Account of the Defigns of the PaeisTs againſt 
the Earl of Shaftsbury , occaſioned by his Commut- 
ment, July 2. 1681. | 


Will not pretend to enter into the matter of Fa&, for which the Noble Peer 
ſtands Accuſed and Committed , but leave the merits of his Cauſe, and the 
diſquiſition of his Guilt or Innocence , together with the validity of the Evi- 
dence, to thoſe Noble Perſons who are to be his 1-4 whole Honor, Wiſ- 

dom and Integrity without doubt will not fail to do both him, and themſelves Juſtice 
upon his Trial : and [ think it had been no more than becomes all good Subje&s, pa- 
tiently to attend the iſſue of that affair; and not, as the Author of this Paper, who 
pretends a ſervice and particular friendſhip to his Lordſhip, by Printing a lame Apolo- 
gy, to bring his Actions upon the ſtage, and expoſe them to a more curious Examina- 
tion, than poſſibly they would otherwiſe have fallen under. 

Nor can | imagine, to what purpoſe the Vindicator ſhould endeavour to render his 
Lordthips Fame and Intereſt ſo popular, as if the ſafety of the Nation, our Laws, Li- 
berties and Religion, were to have the ſame fate and period with his Lordſhips breath ; 
that he is to be clicemed the main pillar of the Engliſh Security 3 and that the happi- 
neſs of the Nation is chained to his good or ill Dettiny 3 unleſs he had a ſecret deſign to 
do his Lordſhip a miſchief, by making him fo infinitely popular, as thereby to become 
dangerous and ſuſpeRcd 3 fince it has been an old obſervation , colle&ed from the Hi- 
{tories of all places and ages, That tew Subje&s who have courted Popularity have 
been Innocent, and fewer Fortunate : and which is above all diſpute, the facred ſtory 
ivforms us, that when Abſalom made his warm Applications to the People , and there- 
by ttole their hearts, it was the Prologue to an unnatural Rebellion againſt his Royal 
Father, and drew upon him the hard deſtiny of an untimely death, and a monument of 
Infamy which will laſt to all Eternity. 

And indeed, the Vindicator is tallen upon very unhappy mediums to effe& his De- 
ſign 3 tor certainly any mans Reputation mult be ill reſcued from pretended injuries. 
where the reparation is to be carved out, by Letters of Repriſal againſt the Govern- 
ment : and fure he mult be very much loli for Topicks to make any perſon appear inno- 
cent, who is obliged to make uſe of ſuch, as render his Majeliy and the Governmenc 
Criminal. And had he been maſter of {ccond thoughts or conſequences , he would 
certainly never have attempted to make his Lord(hips Reputation look white, by blac- 
kening, his Sovereign, and leaving the Honor of his Lordſhip upon this ifſue, That he 
cannot be eſteemed Innocent but the King muſt appear ingratcful and unjuſt 3 and 
which, as the Aﬀairs of the Nation now ltand , his atfirmivg that this commitment is 
an ctfcct of the Detigns which the Papiſts have had againſt the Earl of Shaftsbury, is 
ncither betternor worſe, but an arraignment of the King and Council . as acceſſoric; 
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to the horrid Popiſh Plot; and by the moſt ridicul-»us contradiction, to bring the King 
and Government into a Conſpiracy againſt themſclves, that fo the Earl of Shaftsbary 
- may appear innocent. | 

Surely, If his Lordſhip be the perſon as he ſays, page 1. The wh-le tenor ard mwniverſal 
condat o: whoſe life have ſpoken him, not only a perſon »f the greateſt Abilities and Wiſdom, 
bt of the higheſt Loyalty to bis Majeſty, and warmeſt Zeal fur his Service that aiiy theſe threz 
Kingdoms have produced in this age,. he will with great Indignation reſent the Abuſe put 
upon him by this forward Apolcgili, and his warm 7cal for his Majelties Scrvice can- 
not be fo ſoon frozen, as to endure ſuch warm reic&tons, to be, for his fake thrown up- 
on his Prince, as can proceed from none but ſuch SuhjzEs as have ſucd our a perpetual 
divorce between themſclves, and their Loyalty, and cven the common decencies of good 
Breeding, ſince nothing worſe than Ingiatitud2 can be charged upon the meaneft Sub- 
j<&t, Ingratum fi dixeris 3 and how much tteavier is the ſcandal when *tis levell'd at one 
>f the greateſt Monarchs in the Univerſe. 

Nor is it with leis advantage to his Lordſhip , that the unthipking Vindicator takes 
ſuch pains to give the world an Inventory of his Lord{hips great Merits, and That there 
is not a Nob/eman or Gentleman within the Kings Dominions , to whoſe influence hrs Majeſty 
doth more owe bis peaceabl- and happy Reſtauration. For bclides, that by notoricty of Fact 
it is apparently talſe, and that no perſon can eclipſe the glory of the Illutirious Duke 
of Albemarle, ſourgu.ſtionably allowed the happy Inftrument, under Providence, of 
that wondrous event. If the Vindicator had meant honeſtly and fairly to his Majelty, he 
ought io have a<quz:nted the world. that no Noblcman or Gentleman within the Kings 
Don-:inions has drank larger draughts of Royal Bounty than his Lordſhip, that from an 
Eſtate of 3:00 1, or thereabouts per enn. he is advanced to above treble the Annual Re- 
venue, betides ready moncy 3 that from the condition of a private Gentleman, he has, 
by his Majetty, been raiſcd to the honor of an Earldom, and a Peer of 'the Realm of 
England ; that he was loaded with the honors of Privy Counſellor and Lord Chancel- 
lor of England, a place ncxt in Honor and Power to the Throne: and ſure theſe were 
as high Rewards as a Subjc& of the greatcſt merit can pretend to, unleſs he would ask 
the Kingdom aiſo. And the envious concealment of theſe uncommon Favours, and 
marksot Royal Bounty, looks as if the Vindicator had ſome very evil intentions to his 
Lo:Jihips Fame, and to make him ſaſpe&ed of Ingratitude towards his Prince, rather 
than that the King ſhould have been ingratetul to hum , which all the world knows to 
the contrary. 

But certainly the Apologiſt muſt be one of the moſt ſpiteful perſons in the world to 
his Lord(hips Fame 3 for whoever pretends to vindicate the Reputation of any perſon, 
with what 1s evidently falſe, muſt be deſigning to detame it at the highelt rate 3 for no- 
thing but a deficiency of Truth.can be ſuppoſed to tempt any perſon to flie to Fallhood,; 
nor would any perſon make uſe of it, but with an intention to be detected : and it was 
either very malicious, or improper , to tel] the world, That the King can never forget the 
many great and memorable ſervices which this Gentleman did bim , when few had either Cou- 
rage, Loyalty, or Prudence to render them uſeful to his Intercjt. For belides the ingrateful re- 
flecion of Cowards, Fools and Traitors thrown upon the indetinite number of his Ma- 
jelties Friends, what can this be, but to refreſh the memories of the whole Nation with 
things much to the diſadvantage of his Lord{hips Reputation, and he will have much 
to do to lay the Devil of Curiotity which he has hereby conjured up, or to perſuade the 
world to believe, that when Sir Anthony Aly Cooper was in the beginning of the late 
times in actual Holtility againtt the King, that during Olivers Uſurpation, when his hand 
isto ſo many illegal and arbitrary Orders in the Council-Book, and the ſevereſt againſt 
the Royal Party, Lay he will be a great Artiſt indeed, it he can perſuade either the King, 
or his People to forget them, or to remember them as memorable Services: and no man 
can believe but when the Apologilt tells us, the King can never forget them, but that it 
152 more gentile way of reminding his Majelty of them, who having forgiven theſe me- 
morable Scrvices, might otherwiſe be ready to forget them too. 

To the ſame ctf:& we will ſuppoſe he takes another head of Reputation to recom- 
mend his Lord!hip to the world from his gy adminiſtration of his Majeſties Affairs, 
for many years together. Jult like the little Knave, who being chid at a Gentlemans Ta- 
ble for taking notice of a Stranger, who had a very extraordinary Noſe , the next time 


he ſaw him he niended the matter, with ſaying, that Gentleman has no Noſe at all. So 
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our Apoiogiſt mentions the ſucceſsful adminiſtration of Aﬀairs, aSif there had been no 
note at allon the face of them; as who ſhould ſay, I do not tell you who it was that 
adviſed the breaking of the Triple-League 3 I ſay nothing about the ſhutting up of the 
Exchequer nota word of Delenda ejt Carthago, at any rate Delenda eit Curthago, that 
vut of pure zeal rothe Proteſtant Interelt, and Religion, Holland mutt, like Carthage, be 
uittcrly dettroyed 3 for thus it will happen when men write Apologies :- it does but whet 
the ege of Curiofity, to be prying into things, which they obſerve are fo indultriouſly 
covered and concealed. Er frgit ad ſalices, & ſe cupit ante viders. 

And what Apology can be made for the tne ttory of his Lord{hips withdrawing him- 
{c!t from the adminiftration of Publick Aﬀairs? fince it 1s well known , that many of 
thoſe great tranſactions which the world is now made believe were in order to the in- 
trod::cin; Popery and ſubverſion of the Protetiant Interett at home and abioad., as the 
Dutch War, French League, ſhutting up the Exchequer , were ated while his Lerdthip 
fare at the Steerage, and did ſo ſucceſsfully mannage his Majejties Afairs. And people will 
be apt to think the Apologiſt has done his Lordthip noright, fince it is obvious he muſt 
nceds know what the general fame ſpcak him an Adviſer of, and an Afſitiart to thoſe 
Mcaſures and Counſels, for which the Vindicator would have us believe his Lordſhip 
withdrew from the adminiſtration of Publ:ck Atfirs, | 

The Vindicator has been a great Traveller , and it may be derives an authority from 
thence by virtue of the Proverb,to impoſe upon us 3 or otherwiſe how comes he to know 
that the whole Poſſe of the Eccleſ ajticky was muſtered up to detame him? and they muſt 
ind:cd, have @ very implicit obedience who to ſink and eclipſe the Credit of this Peer, ſhould 
make uſe of their Pulps to that purpoſe, rather than to gain ſouls to God, or commend Fe- 
ſus Chriſt tothe Conſciences of men. Truly this 1s a heavy charge againſt the whole Order 
of Ecclefiaſticks, that they ſhould Preach Blaſphemy againſt the Earl of Shaftsbwry 
but the Apologiſt ſhould have remembrcd, that in the ſame breath, he ſays the Clergy 
have no Honor to loſe; and then he needed not to have laid any ſtreſs upon their en- 
deavours : for what is the Moon the worſe. tor the barking of the Curs ? And indeed it 
is very unfortunate for his Lordſhip. tc have ſuch a Champion for his Reputation, who 
has evidently forfeited all title ro Credit or Etteem : he who values not his own Reputa- 
tion being an ill Advocate for that uf another. For I dare appeal to his Lordſhip for the 
falſhood of this ſcandal, who knows very well, that more Ecclefiafticks in this Age are 
perſons of Honor and quality, and 1t may be men of as great Learning than any former 
Ages have known; and if ever the Clergy of England deſerved the Character, Clerus 
Britannicus ftupor mundi, I think, aud fo do better Judges than my (elf, that the prefent 
Evgliſh Clergy may pretend to it. 

It has not becn my fortune, or any of my acquaintance that I have enquired of, to 
hear any of the Clergy take their Texts about the Lord Shaftsburyz only I have heard 
of one, who in my Lords own Country was very bold , but whether in the Pulpir or out 
of it I know not; and that my Lord, notwithttanding that, generouſly gave him a very 
good Benefice when it fell 3 whether true or falle I do not aver : but if it be true, it ſeems 
my Lord and his Apoloyitt difter in cheir (cnſe, and that my Lord does not think ſpeak- 
ing againlt him ſo unpardonable a tin as the Vindicator.does. 

I have nothing to ſay to his endeavouring to make his Lordſhip look white by bring- 
ing him out of Mrs. Celiers Meal-Tub; bur I think the Apologitt extremely to blame in 
vilifying the Evidence, and bettowing ſuch language as would better become an Oylter- 
womans Vindication, than that of a Noble Peer. He poſitively aftixrms them to be (u- 
borned Villains, meer mercenary Raſcals, beggrly Fellows,and in a word Iriſh-men and 
Papilis. Now either he knows them, or he does not; it he knows them, it is more than 
his Lordſhip does 3 for page 4. he tells us, 1t zs with great amazement that we hear of a Peers 
being ſent ts the Tower for high Treaſon ,, without being allowed to have the Witneſſes that 
ſwore againſt him, confronted with him, and examined ore terus. And if he does not know 
chem, as it is evident he does not, it is apparent that he ſhoots at Rovers, and that theſe 
perſons whom by gueſs he does fo liberally detame, may be perſons both of Quality and 
Reputation and truly to ſober and conlidering men, it will not much advance his 
Lord({hips Innocence, to have it vindicared by a perſon who dare thus boldly calumniate 
at adventure 3 the Tongues or Pcns of {uch daring men, being rarely eſteemed any flan- 
der to the perſons whom they detign to blaſt, or any honor to the fame they endeavour 
to jultifte, 

But 
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But that which 1s moſt ſurprizing , 15 , that a perſon who would pciſuade us he is fo 


great an enemy to Popery, and to the Hellith Popiſh Plot , and that my Lord Shaftsbury 


fiands committed only for his zeal againlt the Papitts, ſhould yet attewpt his Lordſhips 
Vindication by ſuch a method, as muſt of neccthty ruine the Reputation of the popiſh 
Plot : And ſureif the Vindicator has ſuch an abhorrence for the Popith Plot , he would 
have found out ſome better expedient than to eliabliſh his Lordſhips Reputation upon 
the ruine of it, for if the Plea for his Lordthips innocence will hold good for him, That 
were his Lordſhip a perſon traiterouſly inclined , yet be is wiſer uhan to communicate a Deſign 
of levying War for the Depsſing or Deſtroying bis Prince to ſuch baſe and mercenary Raſcals. 
Why fthould it not hold good for the Popiſh Lords, who have oftcn«tor their Defence 
made uſe of the ſame argument and ſuggeſtion? Allow this, and what will become of 
the Popiſh Plot? and if you diſallow it, "what will become of the Vindicators Plea, or 
the advantage his Lordſhips Innocence will receive by this intemperate Argument, 
which has more heat than light, to create belict? | 

The truth is, the Wiſdom of the Nation in Parliament, the Judges and Sages of the 
Law, haveever looked upon this Apology not only as frivolous, but diſſerviceable to 
thoſe who have made uſe of itz and that for this reaſon , That no perſon can nmit 
Treaſon without Accomplices 3 and that it is to be ſuppoſed, they who have ſuch wicked 
intentions and deſigns, muſt make uſe of Inſtruments proportionable to them : And 
who can be ſuppoſcd ſo fit to undertake infamous and deſperate Deligns , as infamous 
and deſperate Men ? And further, that ſome of thoſe who are ſaid to be Evidence a- 
gainſt his Lordſhip, were within theſe few days in an Eſteem ſo different from what the 
Vindicator repreſents them, that it is the general Diſcourſe of the Town that his Lord- 
ſhip was a zealous Advocate to obtain a Pardon for at leaft one of his ſuppoſed Acculers ; 
of which people are apt; according to the liberty of their inclinations, to make various 


conjecures and conſtructions, not much to the ſenſe of the Vindicator. And by the fa- 


vour of the Vindicator, he cannot at this rate vilife the Evidence of the Iriſh, as Iriſh; 
not only without a ſcandalupon a whole Nation of the Kings Subjects, but he muſt al- 
ſo endanger charging the guilt of Innocent Blood upon the whole Engliſh Nation 3 fince 
ſo lately, Oliver Plunket the pretended Primate of Ireland, ſuffered the pains of death for 
- high Treaſon, upon the Evidence of theſe, whom he is pleaſed to call Beggarly, Suborned, 
Mercenary Villains,Irifh and Papiſis. 

But the molt ridiculous thing in the Vindication is his Poſiſcript,dated from Whitehal, 


in a Letter to Mr. Gibbs, which plainly ſhews it to be a Forgery of the Apologiſt himſelf; - | 
for he tells Mr. Gibbs, That the Earl of Shaftsbury was juſt then committed #0 the Tower, 


and Sir_Tho. Player ander Examination before the King and Council, and ſeveral Warrants 


out, &c. Now if the Writer of this pretended Letter had been at Whitehal , he could 


have told Sir Tho. Player was not before the King and Councils and if he was not at 

Whitebat, as tis certain by this groſs miſtake, he was not, then the whole thing is a For- 
ery of his own, andI think that ſort of praQiſe will tend lictle to the Reputation of 

the Earl of Shaftsbnry, or to the diſcrediting the belict of a Presbyterian Plot : and thoſe 

little arts which he ſaysare uſed to promote this Popiſh Intrigue, being found to be his 

own, will very much confirm even the wavering and incredulous in the belief that there 

may be other perſons who delign againſt the King and Government, as well as the Pa- 
ilts. 

If the ſenſe of my Duty and theſe horrible Scandals of Subornation of Witneſſes, In- 
gratitude. Injuſtice, and carrying on the Popiſh Plot, charged in this Vindication upon 
even the King himſelf, had not juſily given the provocation, yet the injuttice done to the 
Earl of Shaftsbwry by this untoward Vindication, may in ſome meaſure juſtific this Pa- 
per. All I have to add, is, if the Earl of Shaftsbury be Innocent, I hope he will receive a 
better Vindication at his Trial than this Apologiſt has made for him , or otherwiſe he is 
like to be in Miſericordia Doneini Regis : and it he be Guilty, he that is an Abettor, Com- 
forter, or Aider of a Traitor, makes himſelf one too. And for my particular, I joyn with 
the deſpiſed implicit obedient Eccleftafticks in their Litany, From all Privy Conſpiracy, 
Treaſon and Reb«llion, whether of Papiſts or Presbyterians, Good Lord deliver as. 


- LCJondon: Printed for T. Davies, 1681. 


